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ADDmONAL INFORMATION 
October 13, 2021 special Council meeting Agenda 
Item 3. Public Input Period regarding Agenda Item 
4. a) Introduction of 2022-2026 Financial Plan 

I am writing to express my opinion regarding the proposed property tax increases being considered by Council in the Special 
Meeting of October 13, 2021. I am urging Council to follow reasonable, responsible and well-planned budget principles, while 

increasing property taxes by no more than 10% for 2022. 

What is currently proposed is much higher, with an average increase of about 22%. As someone who was raised by a single 
parent on a limited income, I can assure you that for many in our community who live in those situations 22% is a massive 
amount to have added to their taxes. For single parents, young families, seniors, those living on disability pensions, and others 
with limited resources, this represents an undue burden. Even for those of us with relatively well-paying jobs, few will have 
received a 22% sa lary raise this year. Especially as we navigate through the remainder of the COVID-19 pandemic, with many 
service industry workers still recovering, now is not the time to be exasperating these difficult circumstances. 

Of course, taxes will need to increase overtime, to keep pace with inflation and other cost increases, but Canada's inflation rate 
in 2020 was a low 0. 7%, with 2021 expected to average 2.2%. The notion of increasing taxes by 22% is out of line with what 

should be required . 

Most importantly, such large tax increases would not be necessary if Council was not insisting that tax payers subsidize the 
profits of mega developers who want the privilege of building in our community. There is nothing wrong with sustainable, well
planned, community-oriented and appropriately limited development, but it is the developers who should be absorbing the 

costs of their business, not our households. 

This agenda acknowledges that cost increases are due to "recent and projected development growth". The agenda even goes 
so far as explaining how this development will place a burden on tax payers. "There are also several subdivisions in process 

that will further increase the District's assets which require ongoing maintenance and servicing," it reads. 

Why are the taxpayers are being asked ta pay for the mega developers' ventures? 

Instead of increasing the tax burden of our households, I urge Counci l to negotiate with the developers to pay their fair share of 
costs associated with building and maintaining their projects. That is the right- and responsibility- of Council as elected 

representatives of the voters and taxpayers. 

Perhaps an amicable solution would be to require all large-scale developers to contribute a pre-set percentage of their 
Lantzville-based revenues into an established endowment fund for the District of Lantzville. Managed by a third-party non
profit {such as the Nanaimo Foundat ion), this endowment fund would grow over t ime as developers issued their contributions 
and interest accumulated. Assuming an average distribution rate of 3.5%, this endowment could substantially offset future 
financial burdens to the tax payers of Lantzville while ensuring that developers are paying their fair share. 

Regardless of the determined solution, please do not shift the burden of development to the taxpayers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

d 
Jonathan Lerner 

8354 Bayview Park Drive, Lantzville, BC V0R2H0 




