
About Our

Foundation

OVERVIEW

L W

The Nanaimo Foundation
Community means so many things to so many people, and the world
to us. In all we do and all we say, we are all for community.

We are the Nanaimo Foundation and community vitality has been our
purpose, promise and passion since 1982 when we started connecting donors
to community needs and opportunities. Together, we help build strong and

resilient places to live, work and play.

A healthy, vibrant, livable and sustainable community. This is our vision for

Nanaimo.

In our vision, our community is able to include, and offer opportunities to,

everyone. It has the knowledge and ability needed to help shape its own future.
Addressed by our Vital Signs publications, our citizens are able to benefit from

the best our community can offer; the arts, recreation, health care, education,

safe and inclusive neighbourhoods, and a healthy environment.

Our community foundation does three key things to build community
vitality:

• Vitality takes long-term resources for long-term solutions—so we work with

donors to build endowment and other funds that ensure vital futures for

communities.

• Vitality comes from all corners of a community, so we grant funds to the

widest possible range of organizations and initiatives.

• Vitality needs leadership, so we bring people together from all parts of our

communities to stimulate new ideas, build participation and strengthen

community philanthropy.

For more information on the Nanaimo Foundation please contact

Laurie Bienert

Executive Director I Nanaimo Foundation

250-667-4292 I laurie@nanaimofoundation.com
www.nanaimofoundation.com

Our History

The Nanaimo Foundation was

established In 1982 by members of

the board for the Associated

Canadian Travellers Nanaimo Club

(ACT).

In 2007, the Estate of former ACT

Director and Board Member Nels

and his wife Cleta Horth, made a

bequest of approximately $900,000

to the Foundation. This bequest

plus the founding contribution by

the ACT formed the core of the

Nanaimo Foundation, which has

supported many local charities over

the years.

The Nanaimo Foundation and Its

donors have provided 325 grants,

totaling more than $3 million to

registered charities In Vancouver

Island between 1982 and 2016.












