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Economic Development Update
Dear Lantzville Residents and Businesses,

This mailing list has been created to keep you updated on key announcements from the District of
Lantzville and Economic Development and Sustainability Committee. The second volume of this
newsletter now includes the inactive mailing list from the Official Community Plan update process. If you
no longer wish to be included in these updates, you may unsubscribe at the bottom of the newsletter.

We hope you had a fun and festive Canada Day! After what seemed like a very long spring, we are
pleased to announced two exciting initiatives that will be rolling out over the summer:

Support Local Gift Card Initiative

The District of Lantzville has sponsored a community page on
the Support Local BC website. Lantzville businesses can now
register to offer electronic gift cards at no cost. If you own or
operate a business, register here, otherwise support your
favourite local business by purchasing a gift certificate for a
friend, family member or for future use!

This initiative is a direct outcome of the business impact
survey. A number of actions are planned over the summer to
promote the Support Local BC platform, and encourage local
spending in the wake of COVID-19. Stay tuned!

Don't see your favourite local business? Refer them to Support
Local BC to register today!

Calling All Artists! �
The District of Lantzville is seeking local artists, professionals
and hobbyists alike, to submit proposals for two community
murals in the village core. The successful artist(s) will be
reimbursed for the cost of up to $4,000 in materials, and provided
an honorarium of $500 per mural. Artists are invited to submit
their proposals before July 31st. For more information and how
to apply, please refer to the application guidelines.

- IMPORTANT RESOURCES FOR BUSINESSES -

Note: Information regarding COVID-19 is rapidly evolving. Information provided below is subject to
change, and users should refer to the agency of authority before relying on it for decisions.



Safety Planning Resources

The Provincial government has announced
their BC Restart Plan, a phased approach
to reopening BC businesses. When
reopening, employers are required to
review the new health and safety
guidelines, and adapt these materials into
COVID-19 safety plans.

WorkSafe BC has developed industry
specific resources to help businesses with
their plans. Advisors are also available at 1-
888-621-7233, Monday to Friday for direct
assistance.

Access to Personal Protective
Equipment

Does your business require masks, gowns,
sanitizer and other personal protective
equipment as it returns to work?

The Rapid Response Platform has been
launched to match companies and
organizations with PPE to those in need. To
submit a request, or offer critical supplies
and input materials, visit rrpcacanada.org.

Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy Extended

The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy has been extended 12-weeks to August 29th. The 75% subsidy
is available to eligible employers whose business have affected by COVID-19, retroactive from March
15th. Organizations that do not qualify for the 75% wage subsidy still qualify for the previously announced
wage subsidy of 10%.

An online calculator has been launched to help businesses determine their eligibility and how much they
can claim. To check eligibility and how to apply, visit the Federal government’s CEWS website. 

Emergency Rent Assistance Program Open

Applications to the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) program are now
open. CECRA offers forgivable loans to commercial property owners to reduce rent for the months of
April, May and June 2020 by at least 75% for small business tenants. Tenants must have temporarily
ceased operations or have experienced at a least a 70% drop in pre-COVID-19 revenues.

Property owners can apply now through the Canadian Housing and Mortgage Corporation website.
Eligible businesses are encouraged to contact their landlord to apply for assistance. If landlords choose
not to apply, tenants are protected from evictions through to the end of June 2020.

New Regional Relief and Recovery Loans

For businesses that are not eligible for the Canada
Emergency Business Account, small and medium sized
businesses can now apply for up to $40,000 in interest free
loans through their local Community Futures.

Financing terms are similar to the Canada Emergency
Business Account. Loans are 25% forgivable if repaid by
December 31, 2022. Contact Community Futures Central
Island for more information.



Micro Loans Launched for DER3 Program

The Digital Economy Rapid Response Recovery (DER3)
program is a free service that provides one-to-one
consultations for businesses considering to enter or expand
their online presence in response to physical distancing.
When required, DER3 will match businesses with regional
service providers who can deliver contracted solutions.

To complement this program, Community Futures Central
Island has launched a Go-Digital Microloan program that
offers up to $5,000 in repayable loans for businesses to put
technology based solutions in place to better serve their
needs. For more information and how to apply, visit
www.cfnanaimo.org.

Small Business BC Support Services

Small Business BC's COVID-19 Support Service provides a
range of resources, including industry specific guidance to
reopening your business. Contact the COVID-19 Support
Service Hotline at 1-833-254-4357, email
covid@smallbusinessbc.ca or contact via live chat for direct
assistance.

For an up to date list of supports available to your business,
refer to the Small Business BC support directory.

For other information on available resources, and assistance accessing supports, please contact:
Lantzville Economic Development - 250.933.8085, ahutchison@lantzville.ca
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