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Temporary Use Permit Application

Mike Thomas

7193 Sebastion Rd

Lantzville, BC

VOR 2H0

September 16, 2014

District of Lantzville

7192 Lantz^oUe Road,

PO Box 100, Lantz\^ille, BC

RE: Short Term Vacation Rental TUP Application

Dear Mayor de Jong and Lantzville council members,

Please accept the enclosed as an application for a TUP to allow us to resume operating a vacation
rental businessat 7346 (Lot # 6) & 7350 (Lot #5) Venture Road, Lantirville, BC.

Background

We began advertising the 7346 Venture Roadproperty on the vacation rentalby owner website
'Vrbo.com" (vrbo.com/598870) in late June, 2014 not aware at that time that this was not an
allowable use in Lantzville.

Within just a few weeks of listingthe property, reservationswere overwhelming and to
accommodate clientinterest, we began offering our neighboring property at 7350 Venture Rd
(vrbo.com/601841) aswell. Guests appreciated our quiet, quaintvillage, greatlocalrestaurantand
other localbusiness, relaxing beach and comfortable waterfront accommodation.

Your officewas made awareof our operation by a neighbor who mentioned our business in passing.
Shortly after, your by-law enforcement officer directed us to ceaseacceptingnew short-term
vacation reservations immediately and we did so. Since that time (July 18th, 2014),we have been
accepting reservations on a minimum 28-daybasis only.



We would like to be able to continue offering our guests shorter term vacation rental periods to
meet their vacation needs, and would like to thank Ms. Meredith Seeton, your town planner at the
time, for her time in discussing our options with us in this regard.Li consultationwith Ms Seeton,
we have decided to apply for a TUP.

Following are the reasons we feel granting a TUP wouldbe lowriskfor The DistrictofLantzviUe
and in fact offer many benefits to the local community:

Reasons to grant Short Term Vacation Rental TUP

Owners live next door to

rental properties and can
easilymonitor guest
conduct

Ideal for monitoring guests and ensuring they are respecting
communitymembers' expectations of peacefulenjoymentof their
own properties. Not unlike a B&B situationin terms of on-site owner
presence. Owners' primary, full-time residence is located at 7193
Sebastion Rd. next door to 7350 Venture Rd.

Owners have extensive

property mgmt. experience
Owners own and operate Woodgrove Pines Apartments, recognized
as a quiet, professionally run complex. Guests are expected to comply
with guest expectations (see attached).

Very low impact on
neighbours

Full fence between 7350Venture Rd. and neighbours (7354), allows
full privacy to both neighbours and renters. Clear guestrules re:
respectfulconduct, quiet,max # of people, carsparked on-site etc.

Asset to neighbours LantzviUe residents may choose to use these rental properties for out
of town guests they are unable to accommodate(tworequestsmade to
date). We would consider offering neighbours a reduced rate,
especially in low season.

Economic benefit to village
& local community

Guests use local businesses (Riso,pub, stores...) —see reviews.
Increased tourism dollars

Neighbouring jimsdictions
do not restrict vacation

rental business operations.

Many nearby jurisdictions (including Nanaimo,Parksville,Qualicum)
do not technically allow short term vacation rentals, but a quick web
searchpresents a plethora ofvacationrentals that are in operation.
Accor^g to the City ofNanaimo Bylaw Department, no complaints
have been received about any short term rentals in Nanaimo and no
fines have been given.

No complaints regarding
our business to date

Cityplanning professionals acknowledge that this is a "complaint-
driven industry", and that imless there is a problem, short term
vacation rentals continue to do business. To date, no complaints have
been registered against our short term vacationrentals.

Successfiil summer 2014

season

100% of our summer 2014 reviewers to date have awarded us 5 stars

(top rating). Please see attached. Manywish to return next summer.
See vrbo.com/598870 and vrbo.com/601841 for more information.
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Potential LantzvOle Concerns

"IfLantzville council grants this TUP, vacation rentals will take over Lantzville and spoil

our quiet community."

Applicant response:

This is simply a Temporary Use Permit and should it be granted, the short term vacation rental

businesswould be operating for just 2 yearsunder unique, specific conditionsconducive to ensuring

it does not negatively impact the Lantzville community at alL Conditions include: neighbour

owner/operators monitoringguest conduct, strict house rules (e.g. no pets, no smoking, maximum

of 5 guests, max of 2 cars etc), professionalmanagement of business. It is an opportunity to "test**

this use to determine whether it may be something Lantzvillewishes to allowimder certain

circumstances.

''Lantzville has enough tourist accommodations with several local B&B's... Also, B&B

businesses would be negatively impacted by this short-term vacation rental business"

Applicant response:

According to our experience this summer, there is great interest in Lantzville as a tourist destination

and it is our understanding that local B&B*s are very busy in the summer months. Becausewe feel

our businesses (short-term vacation home rental and B&B) appeal to very separate demographics,

we do not believe that our business presence would negatively impact the bottom line of B&B

operators.

Our Position

While we recognize that short term vacation rentals are currently not permitted in Lantzville, we
believethat granting us a Temporary Use Permit would give the District ofLantzville an
opportunity to test this use on a temporary basis and provideyour officewitiivaluableinformation
witii which to inform future planning directions. It would allow us to welcome our guests back again
next year (the many whom have requested to reserve with us again).

Sincerely,

Judy Thomas (for Mike Thomas)
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2014 Reviews

An Reviews to date (AH ate **5 star*' - see vifoo.com/598870and vibo.com/601841 for mote details)

Super relaxing classic log cottage
We spent 4 very relaxing days at Judy's cottage late July/2014 and really enjoyed
ourselves. The ocean-front location and view was perfect for us and our dog. The log

cabin cottage had all the old-style charm you could ask for plus it had all the modern
conveniences - we found everything we needed. Having beach towels supplied and a
washing machine was great - we could have packed much lighter than we did. We sat
on the beach in front of the cabin drinking our coffee each morning which was soooo
peaceful. We had BBQ's each night, followed by a hot tub and wine under the stars to
end each day. Judy was a very helpful host and recommended numerous places for us
to explore but in the end we stayed pretty close to the cottage. We would stay again in
a heartbeat. Recommendations: Bring some water-shoes for walking along the rocks,
walk to Riso's for lunch or dinner, watch the sunrise/sunset on the beach,

kayaking/paddle boarding, explore the beach, read a book, cycling, swimming, have a
BBQ, gaze at the stars while sitting In the hot-tub.

• stayed July 2014
• Submitted August 1, 2014
• Source VRBO

Recommended for: Age 55+, Pet owners. Girls getaway. Tourists without a car, Families with
teenagers. Families with young children. Romantic getaway

Manager response: We are so glad that you enjoyed your vacation! You are
absolutely right - no need to venture far once you arrive at this little piece of paradise!
Thank you for being our guests and for your kind words. We look forward to your
return. Judy, Jan & Mike Thomas

Was this review helpful? OYes ONo
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Amazing location
My husband and I stayed at this property for a week in July and absolutely loved it. The
water views were spectacular from 3 sides of the house with beach access (great for
swinnming) just at the end of the yard. The location was ideal, very quiet and peaceful,
with access to a local pub, bistro, and store only minutes away. Major stores, movie
theatre etc. only 10 minutes by car. Judy was wonderful bringing us plums right from
the yard and checking that everything was ok. There was lots of room which worked
out well for us as we had several family get togethers. The kitchen was well stocked

with dishes, pots, etc. although being a new rental it has none of the spices/
condiments that you often find in holiday rentals, so bring your own. This property had
everything we needed and was much more than we had hoped for. We would highly
recommend It.

• Stayed July 2014
• Submitted July 29, 2014
• Source VRBO

Manager response: We are so glad that you loved our location- we love it too! Our
guests are consistently surprised by how beautiful our beach and village is and how
easy it is to get to us from Vancouver (we are just 15 - 20 minutes away from the
Departure Bay ferry terminal in Nanaimo)! As a very new VRBO, we are making
improvements to our cottage all the time and thank you for your suggestions. Thanks
again for choosing us for your island getaway vacation! We look forward to having you
as our guests again soon.
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Fun family getaway!
We were lucky enough to be the first guests at this great oceanfront getaway. The
immaculate log cabin has awesome original charm with all the modern updates. Comfy
beds with quality linens, spacious kitchen with brand new appliances and dishes, and
huge front yard with amazing ocean view, and a luxurious hot tub! You fee! like you are
a world away, when really you are only 15 mins from the Nanaimo ferry terminal! Steps
to a great quiet beach where you can let the dogs run free, have a bonfire, explore tidal
flats, and walk forever! Judy, Jan and Mike were helpful, attentive and charming hosts.
Can't wait to return and enjoy those sunsets again.

• Stayed June 2014
• Submitted July 11, 2014
• Source VRBO

Recommended for; Age 55+, Pet owners. Adventure seekers. Girls getaway. Families with
teenagers. Families with young children. Romantic getaway

Manager response: Thanks so much for your kind comments, Mary. It was great to
see you and your family get so much enjoyment from the natural beauty of our
surrounding area. It was a pleasure having you as our guests and we look forward to
you staying with us again soon!

^ Amazing views, amazing garden and a beach!
The description for the Oceanfront Cabin exceeded our expectations. The cabin was
clean and well maintained with lots of pictures and finishing touches that made if feel
like home. The garden was perfect for children to run around and help themselves to
fruit and vegetables (although there is no fence going down to the beach so you would
need to be careful with toddler aged children). The cabin is in a peaceful location with
easy access to the beach and beautiful views. The owner was helpful and friendly.
Lantzviile is well located to explore the Nanaimo, Parksville and Qualicum.

• Stayed August 2014
• Submitted September 2, 2014
• Source VRBO

Recommended for: Age 55+, Pet owners. Girls getaway, Families with young children. Romantic
getaway

Owner response: We are so glad you enjoyed our cabin! Yes, garden fresh veggies
and fruit are another special part of this magical oceanfront retreat! We hope you and
your family will return soon and enjoy what's fresh the next time. All the best, Judy,
Jan & Mike Thomas
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A home away from home
^ This was a wonderful place to stay for two couples. The decor is delightfully quirky with

art work on the walls and stained glass In some of the windows. And of course there are
the snnells and sounds of the ocean at the end of the property. The beds were
comfortable and the kitchen was well equipped for making meals at home. There Is
easy shopping nearby for groceries etc. I would highly recommend this place and
hopefully we can come back ourselves one day. Judy (the owner) was very friendly and
helpful - we met her once we arrived and then texted back and forth for any little
questions that we had. Thanks!!

• Stayed August 2014
• Submitted August 24, 2014
• Source VRBO

Recommended for; Age 55+, Girls getaway, Romantic getaway

Owner response: We are so glad that our quirky cabin suited you all and It was a
pleasure having you as our guests! I hope you enjoyed our delicious plums while you
were here... they seem to be just dripping off the trees right now! We look forward to

Loved it, can't wait to visit again!
^ We stayed at the "Artist's Cabin" for 12 wonderful days and wouldn't change a thing.

The cabin was beautifully decorated with touches of eclectic hip throughout! That was
part of the fun - we discovered something fun and new dally - from stained glass to
nooks and crannies. Expansive vegetable and flower gardens with a huge back yard
leading to the ocean. Lovely beach with both sand for sunning and beachcombing
through tidal pools. We relished our privacy and while we felt a million miles away from
the craziness of everyday working life, we were five minutes from amenities - the best
of both! The cabin was spotlessly clean and you Included many extras that this Mom
appreciated very much: Lots of hangers in the closets, spices, puzzles and games,
many books and even herbal teas! Thank you for sharing your lovely home Judy, we

are counting the days until we return!

• stayed July 2014
• Submitted August 8, 2014
• Source VRBO

Recommended for: Pet owners. Adventure seekers. Girls getaway. Sightseeing, Families with
teenagers. Romantic getaway

Owner response: Corlnne and family, It was such a pleasure meeting you all and
having you appreciate our gem of a property so much - you really treated our home like

your own and you were amazing guests! We look forward to your return! Judy, Jan &
^ Mike Thomas.
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A hidden oceanslde gem in a stunning coastal locale
We thoroughly enjoyed our weekend ocean side retreat. Seamlessly blending the charm
of a quaint artists cabin with the modern amenities of a beach side resort this rental
was better than advertised. Meticulously maintained, the owner left no detail
unchecked. From the heated bathroom floors, well stocked kitchen and exceptionally

comfortable beds to the vegetables in the garden and ocean views from the jacuzzi on
the deck, Judy has created a warm and inviting atmosphere that will surely satisfy a
wide range of travelers. Close (but not too close) to a good swimming beach and great
rocky waterfront for beach combing and nature exploring, the location is superb.
Although we spent most our time relaxing and enjoying the sea side locale and didn't
get a chance to explore the surrounding area much, I would definitely recommend
checking out the Sunday farmers market in Lantzville if your travels find you here over
the weekend. Being a new listing to VRBO, I count myself lucky to have stumbled upon
this jewel before the word gets out. I would definitely recommend this to friends or
family and will surely look to stay here again the next time our travels bring us to the
Nanaimo area. Thank you, Judy for making our mini-vacation extra special.

• Stayed August 2014
• Submitted August 7, 2014
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